U Pest.
aluerestL.com

One-Call, One-Truck, One-Tech, Saves 50% on Termite & Pest Control

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:

Bob Jones, President
bob@valuepest.com
1-866-366-8683

CONSUMERS BUILDING NEW HOMES ARE WARNED
TO WATCH OUT FOR BAIT AND SWITCH TERMITE
PRE-CONSTRUCTION TREATMENTS

Subterranean termite swarm season is here agian, and, Bob Jones, president of
ValuePest.com cautions new homeowners in the construction stage to learn as much
as they can about termite treatments, service agreements, and damage protection.

MATTHEWS, NC, (January 28, 2008) - When consumers contract with a builder to
construct their new home, building codes require that a pre-construction termite
treatment be completed.

For decades, this treatment has involved treating the soil under and around the
foundation with a liquid termiticide to prevent subterranean termite infestation of the
structure. However, recently many pest control companies providing these types of
pre-construction termite treatments for builders have switched to a termite baiting
system instead of the traditional liquid barrier.

These baiting systems do work and are approved by many State regulatory agencies,
but once the new homeowners move into their new home, many are stunned when they
learn about the higher cost and the monthly or quarterly monitoring. These fees can
range between $250 and $600 a year depending on the pest control company.

If the new homeowner doesn’t want to pay for the ongoing monitoring, the pest control
company cancels any warranty, returns to the home and removes the bait stations, thus
removing any termite protection for the structure.

Termites cause an estimated $5 billion in property damage annually, according
to the National Pest Management Association. March marks the beginning of
subterranean termite swarm season, a period when these winged insects emerge
and fly off to establish new ones.



Though subterranean termite swarm season generally lasts from mid-February
through April, termites eat wood 365 days a year. The warm and moist climate in the
Southern United States is ideal for these insects.

Consumers who are building new homes can headoff a potential costly headache by
understanding their treatment options and requesting a copy of their service
agreements from the builder prior to any treatment.

“Additionally, many owners of newly built homes are not aware that they may have
inadequate protection against subterranean termites,” Jones explained. “There can also
problems with the chemical barrier that is applied to the soil because it is often disturbed
by construction workers walking through the treated area. And, in preparation for
pouring the slab, the pre-treated soil is frequently raked not long after it is sprayed,
minimizing the effectiveness and allowing termites to infest the home.”

In addition to the treatment problems, the service agreements that most pest control
companies have include several exclusions that do not cover new termite damage.

These issues can translate into extensive termite damage and costly repairs for
homeowners who thought that their new home was protected.

“Many times homeowners have the false sense of security that the pre-construction
treatment will eliminate the chance of getting subterranean termite infestation, so they
may choose not to continue the annual service agreement when they occupy their
house,” Jones said. “Another problem is that homeowners insurance does not cover
termite damage. That’s why it is important for consumers to continue termite protection
after the home is built and to understand the service agreement with the pest control
company that they choose.”

If owners of newly built homes are unsure about the quality of the pre-construction
termite treatment performed by the builder’s selected pest control company, they can
switch their service agreement to ValuePest.com, which includes a post-construction
application around the perimeter of the house. This agreement includes
ValuePest.com’s unlimited new termite damage protection guarantee to protect
homeowners against any new termite infestation and subsequent damaged caused by
the termites.
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